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INTRODUCTION  

Since 1775, the QMC has provided logistical
support to the United States (US) Army’s combat
forces. During its long history, it has developed
a special one-to-one relationship between quar-
termasters and supported soldiers. This has been
a critical factor in the success of the Corps and
the keystone to its heritage. QM soldiers and
units have a dual responsibility. They must be
technically proficient and prepared to provide
supply and field service support to the force.
And, they must be tactically proficient and pre-
pared to deploy as quickly as the combat and
combat support forces. Once deployed, they must
be able to fight and defend themselves. At the
same time, they must concurrently provide logis-
tical support on an extended battlefield.

The QMC is one of the more complex and
diverse branches of the Army. It has personnel
proponency for 11 enlisted military occupational

specialties (MOSs) in three career management
fields, four warrant officer MOSs, and five officer
areas of concentration. QM personnel serve in
every type of unit--from units at the forward line
of own troops (FLOT) to the theater rear bound-
ary. These units range from light infantry to armor
units, from special operations units to personnel
and administration units, from artillery to signal
units, and from ordnance to transportation units.
We can also see the QMC diversity in the six
tactical logistics functions described in Table 1-1.

 RESPONSIBILITIES     

QMC diversity can also be seen by a review of
its mission and functions. The QMC, throughout
the range of military operations, procures, pro-
vides, manages, and distributes supplies and field
services. These support and sustain units, sol-
diers, and related materiel.
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