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CHAPTER 1
Airdrop Support on the Battlefield

INTRODUCTION
Combat units carry only the supplies and equip-

ment they will need until they can be resupplied.
Airdrop planning and coordination must be con-
tinuous so that supplies and equipment are avail-
able for the supported units. Equally important is
the distribution system. It must allow the timely
delivery of the supplies and equipment. When
possible, supplies and equipment are delivered
directly to the using unit or close-by to save the
units’ time. As a primary field service (Table 1-1,
page 1-1), airdrop provides a vital link in the
distribution system. Therefore, field service and
transportation planners must plan carefully for
airdrop. Airdrop resupply operations can be used
to extend all lines of communication. They are
extremely important during the early stages of
hostilities. Ground lines of communication and
forward supply points will be priority threat tar-
gets at this time. Later, airdrop will become more
important as the combat intensity increases and
the depth of the battlefield extends. Airdrop
resupply adds flexibility to the distribution sys-
tem. It allows the combat commander to take
the initiative while reducing the impact of
overextending his supply lines. The force struc-
ture required to support airdrop resupply opera-
tions is highly specialized. It should be in place
and ready to support this critical field service
when hostilities first erupt.

TENETS OF AIRLAND BATTLE AND
SUSTAINMENT IMPERATIVES

The basic tenets of AirLand Battle are initia-
tive, agility, depth, and synchronization. Airdrop
supports these tenets. It allows the combat com-
mander to fulfill his duties while minimizing his
concern about supply support or overextension of
the logistic trail. It also allows the commander to
place forces in greater depth and to maneuver
them more effectively. The sustainment impera-
tives outlined in FMs 100-5 and 100-10 are antici-
pation, integration, continuity, responsiveness,
and improvisation. Airdrop supports these impera-
tives by providing the supply and distribution
systems the flexibility to change with the tactical
situation.

JOINT OPERATIONS
As a rule, the airdrop of supplies and equipment

is a joint Army and Air Force effort. The Army
owns the supplies and equipment to be rigged for
airdrop and the special rigging equipment (para-
chutes, platforms, and containers). All supplies
and equipment to be airdropped are rigged
according to joint service manuals (Army FMs
and Air Force TOs). Once the supplies and equip-
ment are rigged for airdrop, they are moved to the
departure airfield aboard Army transportation.
They are then placed in a temporary holding
location run by the Air Force or transloaded onto
Air Force K-loaders which are used to load cargo
aircraft. Loading the rigged loads aboard Air
Force aircraft is an Air Force responsibility;
however, Army personnel routinely assist the Air
Force. The Air Force requires a specially trained
crew for each type of airdrop mission being flown.
Several types of Army-owned aircraft can be used
for airdrop missions. However, their range and
carrying capacity severely limit their use.
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