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FM 10-52

AIRLAND BATTLE 
The mission of the US Army is to deter war.

Failing that, its goal is to destroy the opposing force.
Tactics and logistics are joined on the AirLand
battlefield. AirLand Battle doctrine, which shows
how the Army will conduct its combat operations,
stresses the approach to take when fighting to
maximize the potential of US forces. This doctrine
stresses tactics, procedures, organizations, support,
equipment, and training. Initiative, depth, agility,
and synchronization are the directing points used in
executing this doctrine. More detailed information on
AirLand Battle is in FM 100-5.

COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT 
The ability of the Army to perform its mission

rests on sound CSS planning, timely support, and
proper use of CSS resources. The most critical re-
source is water.

Commanders and staff officers should know the
capabilities of their CSS units, as well as the CSS as-
sistance available from the next higher echelon. The
CSS system develops and maintains maximum com-
bat power by sustaining combat forces. It includes
personnel, administration, religion, food, water, fi-
nance, legal, maintenance, medical, supply, trans-
portation, and other personnel and logistical services
and support.

The US Army may become involved in a conflict
in either of the following scenarios in which water
support will be required.

Forward-deployed 
Support to forward-deployed US Army forces
normally involves combined operations in which US
forces, pre-deployed in a foreign country, operate
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