












PART ONE

Support:  The Key To Operational Success   
As part of a joint team, Army forces are central to the theater campaign. In

today’s force projection Army, planning and executing major operations to support
a theater campaign are formidable tasks. Conditions are increasingly uncertain in
a theater strategic environment with ambiguous and ever-widening threats. To
assist the unified/combatant  CINC in meeting these diverse threats, Army forces
offer commanders a range of choices and options for designing theater strategy
and campaigns. The challenge to an operational-level commander is to shape the
military environment and set the conditions for unqualified success in all major
operations. Success means decisive victory or achieving the desired political end
state, whether in war or military operations other than war (MOOTW).

Chapter 1

Supporting Army Operations In Theater
Operational tempo toward achieving the CINC’s strategic intent is

maintained through the simultaneous application of combat, combat
support (CS), and combat service support (CSS). The Army
operational commander and his staff must develop comprehensive
support plans focusing on the capabilities and integration of joint,
interagency, and combined assets to achieve the desired operational
effect and strategic results. Support at the operational level
encompasses the integration of CSS assets, some combat arms
organizations, and all army combat support assets in theater
according to the CINC’s priorities and strategic objectives. This
requires the Army operational commander to integrate his allocated
resources--communications, intelligence, military police (MP),
engineer, civil affairs (CA), psychological operations (PSYOP),
nuclear, biological, or chemical (NBC) defense and smoke operations,
supply and services, transportation, maintenance, medical, personnel,
air defense (AD), and aviation—into his vision of operational battle
space in consonance with the theater commander’s strategic vision.
The support portion of his battle space and the understanding of the
higher intent encompass his own area of operations, the theater, and
LOC, which will extend back to his rearmost support base but may
also encompass the industrial infrastructure.

THE COMMANDER'S VISION OF SUPPORT 
Today, the Army contributes to the To this end, one of the ASCC’s most important

effectiveness of our nation’s responsiveness by responsibilities in theater operational areas on
maintaining versatile forces organized, the behalf of the theater commander is to
trained, and equipped to operate across the provide his forces joint and multinational force
entire range of operations in war and MOOTW. as required with effective and efficient support.
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