
















CHAPTER 1

RELIGIOUS SUPPORT FUNDAMENTALS

 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees every American the right
to the free exercise of religion. When the mission allows, this right is exercised by soldiers in the
Army in a number of ways. These include:

� Worshiping according to one’s faith.

Seeking religious guidance, care, and counsel.

Keeping holy days and observances.

Participating in rites, sacraments, and ordinances.

Practicing dietary laws.

Receiving medical treatment according to one’s religious belief.

Wearing religious garments and maintaining religious appearance
requirements.

United States Code, Title 10, Sections
3073, 3547, and 3581 establishes the position of
Chaplain in the Army. The US Code and Army
regulations prescribe the duties of chaplains,
and require commanders to provide for the
religious needs of soldiers.

The War Department established the
position of Chaplain Assistant by General
Orders Number 253, published on 28 December
1909:

One enlisted man will be detailed on
special duty by the commanding
officer of any organization to which
a chaplain is assigned for duty, for
the purpose of assisting the chaplain
in the performance of his official
duties.

The commander provides religious support
through a Ministry Team (MT) which consists
of at least one chaplain and one chaplain
assistant. The MT helps soldiers, families, and

authorized civilians exercise their religious
beliefs and practices. The MT is central to the
organization and functioning of the chaplaincy
and organic to units in the Army.

Religious activities of the MT include
worship (services, rites, ceremonies,
sacraments, and ordinances), pastoral care
(visitation, ministry of presence, counseling,
family life support, and the care of wounded
and dying soldiers), religious education, and
spiritual fitness training.
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