FM 3-21.12

The Infantry Weapons Company

July 2008

Distribution Restriction: Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited.

Headquarters, Department of the Army



This page intentionally left blank.



Field Manual
No. 3-21.12

PREFACE
Chapter 1

FM 3-21.12

Headquarters
Department of the Army
Washington, DC, 1 July 2008

The Infantry Weapons Company

Contents
Page
....................................................................................................................................... viii
INTRODUCTION .....coiiiicireissceressssseessssssns s sssssss e sssssss e sssssssessassssesssssnsessassseensssnnsenaas 11
Section . OVERVIEW ... mn e s ans s s 11
L@ (o= 017.c= 1 110] o F PO PPRPRR 1-1
Battlefield FUNCHONS.........oociiiii e 1-2
CharacteriStiCs ... ..oeiiieiiii e a e 1-2
CaPADIIIES. ... e 1-3
L@ (o= 017.c= 1 110] o F PO PPRPRR 1-4
Section Il. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF KEY PERSONNEL.................. 1-4
Company COMMEANAET ...........uiiiiiiiiie et e e e eeees 1-4
EXECULIVE OFfiCRI ...eiiiiiiiii et 1-5
FirSt SErgeant .......ooi i 1-6
Fire SUPPOrt OffiCer...... .. e e e 1-6
RAAIO OPEratOr ... coooiiiiieiie et e e 1-6
SUPPIY SEIGEANT ... 1-7
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear NCO ............ccccocceieeicieneennee 1-7
N 0 o T SO 1-7
107 0] 101 0= 1811 1= oS EEERR 1-8
Assault Platoon Leader..........oouviii it 1-8
Assault Platoon Sergeant ............ooo i 1-9
Section lll. PREPARATION FOR WAR........cco oo 19
Y= o Lo PR 1-9
LAV 1 T =1 o SRR 1-10
Every Soldier @S @ SENSOK ....c.ooiuiiiiiiiiieee e 1-10
Section IV. EMPLOYMENT .......oooiicoirircccer e e e s e e e s sms e e s s e e smee e s smme e e s ssmes 1-11
Provide Mutual SUPPOIT ........ooiiiiiiieee e 1-11
EStabliSh SECUNLY .......eeeiiiiiie e 1-12
Seek Flank Shot ENgagements ... 1-12

Distribution Restriction: Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited.




Contents

Take Advantage of Standoff............coociiiiiiii 1-12
Use Cover and Concealment ...........ooooiiiiiiiiiiii e 1-12
EMPIOY iN DEPLN ... 1-13
Employ as Part of a Combined Arms Team .........cccoveeeveeeiiicciiieeee e 1-13
Chapter 2 PLANNING AND PREPARATION ... s s 21
Section L. PLANNING ... iccreesssne e s ssssr e s sssms e s ssssne s sssssn e e sssssneessnsansessnsnns 21
Battle ComMmMaNd....... .o 2-1
Troop-Leading ProCedUIeS...........coiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2-1
Planning Considerations ............cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2-2
Section Il. PREPARATION..........ciiiirctiirscete s rscse e s ss s s e sssssns e sssssne e s sssne e s essnnnsnnnen 2-6
Vehicle Load Considerations.............uueeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiei et e e e 2-6
Up-Armored HMMWVS ...t 2-6
Unit-Installed ProteCtion ... 2-7
Vehicle Weight, Observation, and Survivability................cccccoooiiii s 2-7
Precombat Checks and INSpections..........ccooiiiiiiiiiii e 2-8
Chapter 3 MOVEMENT ......oeiiiiicite s e s e e s s ssse e s s s ssme e s s me e s s s smn e e s s e e e e s smn e e e e smme e e e smmnneansnnns 31
Section . MOVEMENT FORMATIONS AND TECHNIQUES ...........ccccomrieeceerrnnnes 31
FOrMAatioNS ..o e e 3-1
L= 1o 18 =SSR 3-8
Section Il. OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.........coieeererrreeerensmreeensmeee e 313
Movement Fundamentals...... ... 3-13
Movement Control TEChNIQUES ........ooeeiiiiiie e 3-14
Chapter 4 OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS.........oiiiiiciirrrsseresssssrs s ssssss s e sssssss e sssssns e s snssnsessnssnsessanss 4-1
Section . OVERVIEW...........coiiiirr e s s sss s s e 41
PUIPOSE ..t e e e e e e e e e s e st a e e e e e e e e nrnreees 4-1

(07 g = 1= Tor (Y ] T RSP RRR 4-1

LI £ 1S PO 4-2

S T=To [0S o o7 R PP 4-3
Section Il. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS ........ccoiicererrrerrrsssseeesssssse e ssssnsesnnnes 4-5
Warfighting FUNCHONS ... 4-5
Weapons SeleCiON. ... ..o 4-7
Selection of Support and Attack-by-Fire Positions...........ccccccooiiiiiiiiiiii, 4-7
Section lll. MOVEMENT TO CONTACT ......cooiiicrrrrrcnerersssseessssssesssssss e sssssnsssssses 4-7
OVEBIVIBW ... .ttt e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e st eeeeeaeeeseannraneeeaaeeaeannns 4-8
Approach March TeChNIQUE ...........uuuuemiiii s 4-8
Search and Attack TEChNIQUE ..........cooiiiiiiii e, 4-8
Section IV. ACTIONS ON CONTACT ......ccoociiiiitrrinmre e sssne s s ssssme s s sme s ssnns 4-8
CommaNAEr's ANAIYSIS.....coiiiiiiiicceiee et e e e e e 4-9
Time ReqUIrEMENES .......oooiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt easaeesarnsnnnees 4-9

RS (=7 o1 SO 4-9
Section V. ATTACKS ... iiiererrrcere s s e sssss e e ss s e e mr e s e s mr e s e s e e e mnennnnen 4-9
LI 1= TSP PURP 4-9

[ q ][] =1 1o o IS 4-12
PUFSUIL. ...t e e e e s e e e e e e e e s reeee e e e e e s nnneeees 4-12

i FM 3-21.12 1 July 2008



Contents

Section VI. OFFENSIVE MANEUVER...........ccoomiirirrrr e e e e sme e 4-12
SUPPOIt-DY-Fir€ FOICE.....ccciiiiiii e 4-12

AHBCK-DY-FIFE ... s 4-13

Use of Terrain for Cover and Concealment.............oooceiiiiiiiie i 4-14

Hasty Occupation of @ POSItioN...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4-14

Chapter 5 DEFENSIVE OPERATIONS .........oiiiicriereseresssssr s s sssssse s sssssssesssssssesssssnsessnssnnesnens 5-1
Section . OVERVIEW ... s s ans s s 51

PUIDOSE ... et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e areaaeeeaaanae 5-1

CharacteriStiCs .......coiiiiiiiiciie e 5-1

1577 1= TS 5-3

Section Il. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS .......ccoccooiriecrreermeeesssseee e ssme e 5-3

Warfighting FUNCHONS .......ooooiiiiie e 5-3

Selection of POSItIONS..... ... 5-9

Section lll. TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT .........cooiiiiirererccer e e sme e 5-14

Contiguous and Noncontiguous Defense............ccccvevvciiiieiiine e 5-14

L1213 €SS 5-15

Other Employment OPLiONS. ........ocuuiiiiiiiiiie e 5-22

Engagement Area Development............oooovviviiiiiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 5-24

Priority OF WOTK .....oooiiieee e e 5-32

Sector Sketches and Fire Plans ... 5-32

Adjacent Unit Coordination .............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 5-33

Section IV. RETROGRADE OPERATIONS .........coocmiiirerrrreee s ssene s s smne e s e 5-33

U 0o L SRR 5-33

LN/ 61T UPURP PRI 5-34

Chapter 6 STABILITY OPERATIONS ... e s sme s seme e e e e mn e e e e 6-1
Section . OVERVIEW ... iiicceeeirsceresss s sseesss s ssss s nn e ss s smness s smne s sssssmenessssmnns 6-1

PUIDOSES ...ttt e et e e e e e e e e e tr e e e e e e e nnnnaaaeaaaeeeaannnne 6-1

LN/ 01T 6-2

Section Il. CAPABILITIES AND EMPLOYMENT ........ccccocimiiccrrrncceee e s seee e e 6-2

(07T 0 X= T o111 USSR 6-2

EMPIOYMENT ..o e 6-3

Section lll. ESCALATION OF FORCE ...........ccmiicrrrrccererescseee s smes s sme e s e s 6-9

OVEIVIBW ...ttt ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e se st aneeeeeeeeannsnnneeaaeeanan 6-9

Guidelines and PriNCIPIES ........cooieiiiiiiiiiiiee et 6-10

Chapter 7 CIVIL SUPPORT OPERATIONS .......cootcccrerrrserersssneersssssnessssssmnessssssnessssssmsnsssssmnes 71
Section . OVERVIEW ... mn e s an e s 71

PUMDOSES ...ttt et e e sttt e e et ee e e et te e e e nae e e e eneeas 7-1

L1377 1= T PP 7-2

Section Il. CAPABILITIES AND EMPLOYMENT ........cocooomiirrrrere e 7-3

(07T o= o] 11 1= PO PPRPPR 7-3

EMPIOYMENT ...t e e e e e e e e e 7-3

Chapter 8 TACTICAL ENABLING OPERATIONS........co o cerrrccrr s rcmee s scmne s mne e smme e 8-1
Section . RECONNAISSANCE ..........coo e s e s mne s ssme e ssme e e 8-1

L1377 1= T RPN 8-1

1O 0= =1 (o] o - SRR 8-2

1 1 T Yo £ RPN 8-3

1 July 2008 FM 3-21.12 iii



Contents

Section Il. SPECIAL-PURPOSE OPERATIONS..........coo e e e esme e 8-3
Passage Of LINES ......ooiiiiiiii ettt et e e et e e e sneeeeeeaes 8-3
Relief IN PlaCe. ... .. 8-5
01U PR 8-6

Section lll. SECURITY OPERATIONS..........oooiiiererrrcmreerssseeesssssne e sssssne e ssssnsesennas 8-6
LI 1S PO 8-6
Planning ConsSiderations .............ooiueiii et 8-6
S To7 1= o SRS 8-9
LU= o USSR 8-11
oY= | IR T= T o U | USRS 8-13

Section IV. OPERATIONS WITH AIRBORNE, AIR ASSAULT, AND SPECIAL
OPERATIONS FORCES.........ccooiiiimerinmrr e s smn s s 8-14
Airborne and Air ASSault FOICES........ooiuiiiiiiiiiii e 8-14
Special Operations FOICES ...........uuveiiiiiiiiicieee et 8-14

Section V. BREACHING OPERATIONS ... e 8-16
FUNAaMENTAIS ....coiiiiiiie e 8-16
L@ 140 = 1 T-4= 111 ] o [ RS SS 8-16

Section VI. PATROLS ...t sssr s ssns s s s smn e s mnn s 8-18
(0] 01=1 r=1 1 o] o <RSP RSP 8-18
L3/ 1= T R UPRRR 8-18

Chapter 9 DIRECT FIRE CONTROL.......cocceiiiicceerrsmeersssmr e s s sme e s ss s e e ssssmne e ssssmne e sssssmeessnanes 9-1
Commander's Role in COA DeVvelopmENt............cooiiciiiiieiiee e 9-1
T T 0] =S 9-1
g 0 Tt 9-4
Planning Considerations ............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 9-4
L0701 (1 o) SRS R 9-5
Chapter 10 FIRE SUPPORT, MOBILITY, PROTECTION, AND OTHER SUPPORT .............. 101
FIr€ SUPPOI ... e e e e e e e e 10-1
1T o 711 2RSSO 10-8
[ 0] €= o1 10 o TS 10-9
L0111 ES T 0] o] o o] APPSO PPPRRR 10-10
Chapter 11 SUSTAINMENT OPERATIONS ... e 111

Section |. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS ........ccccomiirimmrrrsserrrssssnserssssssensssssmnenas 111
L0 YT T USSR 111
RESPONSIDIIILIES. ... s 11-2

Section Il. TRAINS, SUPPLY, AND TRANSPORTATION ......cccccccmrrimrrrrnscnneennns 11-4
1= 1L SRR 11-4
RS TU] o] o] PP 11-8
LIz 101 01T 0 7= i o] o 1S PRSPPI 11-9

Section lll. MAINTENANCE ... e e e e mme e mme s 11-10
Unit MaINTENANCE. .....cooiiiiiii e 11-10
Maintenance ConSiderations...........ccccoeviiiii e 11-11
VeEhiCle RECOVEIY.....oooiiii e 11-12
[T (B o 1T o SRR 11-13

iv FM 3-21.12 1 July 2008



Contents

Section IV. ARMY HEALTH SYSTEM SUPPORT .......ccccvimmmnnmmnninnsennnsnessnens 1113

Force Health ProteCtion ...........coceiiiio i 11-13

Health Service SUPPOIt........ooii i 11-15

Section V. OTHER OPERATIONS..........cccccitmimmmirn s s ssne s 1117

REO0OrganiZatioN .........cooiiiiiieie e 11-17

Enemy Prisoners of War, Detainees, and Other Retained Persons............... 11-17

Chapter 12 URBAN OPERATIONS........cociiiitmiiriiis s ssss s s sssms s s s ss s sssns s 121
Section |. TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS..........cccoommrmimrnnnr s s sans 121

Command and CoNtrol...........ooiieeiiiiiee e e e 121

IMEBNEBUVET ...ttt ettt 12-2

Enemy Organizations and CapabilitieS..........ccccccveiiiii i 12-3

Fundamentals of Enemy Operations ............cccovuieiiiniiiei e 12-4

FIre SUPPOIT .o 12-4

SUSTAINMENT ... e e 12-4

Planning Considerations ............ccuiieiiiiiieiiiiee e e e e e 12-5

Section Il. EMPLOYMENT .......ccociiiiiimirinis s sssss s ssss s ssssssssnns 12-6

Task Organization............coeccuiiiiiiie e 12-6

Tactical ConSIAEratioNsS. .........c..eiiiiiiiiie it eneeee e 12-8

Section lll. OFFENSIVE URBAN OPERATIONS..........ccconimmnernnrsnes e 12-10

PRESES ... 12-10

Task OrganiZation ..........c.ueiiiiiiii et 12-11

Section IV. DEFENSIVE URBAN OPERATIONS...........ccccimmmmmmnnnrnnen e 12-12

Enemy Forces Outside Urban Area...........ccccovieeeiiei e 12-12

Enemy Forces Within Urban Area ... 12-12

Role of Weapons COMPaNY .........ccueiiiiiieeeeeeiiee e e e e 12-12

Fighting and Firing POSItIONS .........ccoiiiiiiii e 12-13

Employment of Infantry SQUadS...........cooiiiiiiiiiiic e 12-13

Employment of RESEIVE FOICE ........cocuiiiiiiiiie e 12-13

L 0 1SN Glossary-1
REFERENCES ...ttt s s s s s s s e s s References-1
10 Index-1

Figures

Figure 1-1. The Infantry Battalion, IBCT.........ccuiiiiiee ettt e e 1-1
Figure 1-2. The Infantry Weapons Company. IBCT.........oooooiiiiiiiiiiee e 1-4
Figure 1-3. OVerlapping firES. .....coii it e s s 1-11
Figure 3-1. Column fOrMatioN. .........c.uiii it e s e e ee e 3-2
Figure 3-2. Wedge fOrmMation. ..........cueiiiiiiiiee ettt e e et e e e enta e e e s entae e e s snbaeeeenseeaeeane 3-3
Figure 3-3. Line fOrmMation. .........oiiiiii et s e e et e e e enraeeeeaae 3-3
Figure 3-4. Vee fOrmation. ... . ...ttt e e s e e 3-4
Figure 3-5. Diamond fOrmMation............ooi i 3-4
Figure 3-6. BOX TOrMAatioN. ..........eiiiiiiiii ettt ettt e et e e e et e e s sntee e e s sraeeeanreeeeeann 3-5
1 July 2008 FM 3-21.12 v



Contents

Figure 3-7. Echelon left/right formation............coooiiiii i e 3-6
Figure 3-8. Coil formation before (left) and after (right). ..o 3-7
Figure 3-9. Herringbone formation.......... .o 3-7
Figure 3-10. Transition from movement techniques to maneuver. ...........cccococeeii i, 3-9
Figure 3-11. Traveling teChNIQUE. .........eiiiiie e 3-10
Figure 3-12. Traveling overwatch teChniqUE. .............ooiiiiiiiiiii e 3-11
Figure 3-13. Bounding overwatch teChNIQUE. ..........cooi i 3-12
Figure 4-1. Support-by-fire on Objective Jake and attack-by-fire on Objective Jackie. ................... 4-14
Figure 5-1. Defensive firing POSItIONS. ......coiciiiii i e 5-11
Figure 5-2. Defense of an area of Operations. ..........ccooicciiiiiii i 5-16
Figure 5-3. Defense from @ reverse SIOPE. .......coi i 5-19
Figure 5-4. Perimeter defenSe. ... ... e 5-22
Figure 5-5. Likely enemy avenues Of @pProach. .........ccuueiiiiiiiei i 5-26
Figure 5-6. Enemy’s scheme Of Man@UVET. ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 5-27
Figure 5-7. Determine where to Kill the enemy. ... 5-28
Figure 5-8. Emplace WEapONS SYSEMIS. .......uiiiiiiiiiie ittt et e e abe e e 5-29
Figure 5-9. Plan and integrate obstacles. ............eeiiiii i 5-30
Figure 5-10. Plan and integrate indireCt fireS. .........ooiiiiiiiiiie e 5-31
Figure 6-1. Establishment of @ COrdon. ............oo i 6-5
Figure 6-2. EOF 1€ader'S CArd.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 6-11
Figure 10-1. Stinger, man-portable, mounted on @a HMMWNV. .........cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 10-10
Figure 11-1. TrainS [AYOUL. .......cooii it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e entaaeeeeaeas 11-5
Figure 11-2. Forward SUPPOrt COMPEANY.........uiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e ebee e e e abe e e e e aneee e e ennee 11-6

Tables

Table 2-1. Weapons characteristiCs. ... e 2-4
Table 2-2. Example precombat check and inspection list. ..., 2-8
Table 3-1. Comparison of movement formations.............ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3-8
Table 4-1. General weapons employment gUIdeliNesS. .........c.ooouiiiiiiiiiii e 4-7
Table 9-1. Common fire CONtrol MEASUIES. ......ooi i 9-6
Table 10-1. Combat €NGINEET TOCUS. .....cc.uiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e s neee e s ennae s 10-9

\L FM 3-21.12 1 July 2008



Preface

This field manual provides a doctrinal framework for the Infantry weapons company assigned to Infantry
battalions in an Infantry brigade combat team (IBCT). It is a companion to FM 3-21.10, The Infantry Rifle
Company, much of which applies to the Infantry weapons company and as such will not be repeated herein.
This manual will discuss on the unique characteristics of the Infantry weapons company, including principles,
tactics, techniques, procedures, and terms and symbols. It will also cover what the Infantry weapons company
brings to the Infantry battalion and the battlefield. Among topics covered in FM 3-21.10 but omitted here are
the characteristics and fundamentals of urban operations, risk management and fratricide avoidance, heavy and
Stryker unit employment, sniper employment, improvised explosive devices, operations in a chemical,
biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) environment, media considerations, pattern analysis, and
situational understanding.

It focuses on the employment of the Infantry weapons company while fighting as a pure company or combined
arms team under the command of an Infantry weapons company commander. This framework will help Infantry
weapons company leaders effectively--

*  Exploit weapons company-unique capabilities.

*  Employ the company using unit weapon fundamentals.
*  Reduce the vulnerability of the unit.

*  Plan and conduct full-spectrum operations.

*  Accomplish missions in various tactical situations, from stability and civil support to
high-intensity combat.

¢ Win on the battlefield.

Although organization for combat may require the detachment of individual weapons company platoons to
other units, this manual does not cover detailed operations of detached platoons. It only provides a general
discussion of coordination and operational issues pertaining to detachments.

The main target audience for this manual includes Infantry weapons company commanders, executive officers,
first sergeants, platoon sergeants, and platoon leaders. Others who may find it useful include military
instructors, evaluators, training and doctrine developers, and other Infantry company commanders, including
those at headquarters and headquarters company and rifle companies; Infantry battalion staff officers; service
school instructors; and commissioning source instructors.

This manual applies to the Active Army, the Army National Guard (ARNG)/Army National Guard of the
United States (ARNGUS), and the United States Army Reserve (USAR) unless otherwise stated.

The proponent is the US Army Training and Doctrine Command. The preparing agency is the US Army
Infantry School. You may send comments and recommendations by any means—US mail, e-mail, fax, or
telephone—as long as you use or follow the format of DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications
and Blank Forms). You may also phone for more information.

E-mail BENN.CATD.Doctrine@conus.army.mil
Office/Fax COM 706-545-7114/7500 (DSN 835)
US Mail Commandant, USAIS

ATTN: ATSH-ATD

6751 Constitution Loop

Fort Benning, GA 31905-5593

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns may refer to either men or women.

1 July 2008 FM 3-21.12 vii
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Chapter 1
Introduction

"Battles are won by fire and movement. The purpose of movement is to set the fire in
a more advantageous place.”" -- GEN G.S. Patton Jr.

As the operational environment (OE) in which the Infantry must operate continues to
evolve, so does the Infantry. Infantry units must continually adapt in order to meet
the threat. The Infantry weapons company is a response to meet these changing
conditions. This chapter discusses the mission, organizational structure,
characteristics, and weapon systems of the Infantry weapons company found in the
Infantry battalions of the Infantry brigade combat team (IBCT).

Section . OVERVIEW

Infantry weapons companies are uniquely equipped to provide the Infantry battalion with additional
capabilities. Their organization structure and equipment provide the battalion with additional heavy weapons
firepower, maneuverability, and long-range communications.

ORGANIZATION

1-1. The Infantry weapons company is organic to an Infantry battalion assigned to an IBCT. In each
IBCT Infantry battalion, there is a headquarters company, three Infantry rifle companies, and one Infantry
weapons company as shown in Figure 1-1. The weapons company has approximately 80 personnel. It is a
fully mobile unit consisting of weapons carrier vehicles and a variety of heavy weapons systems.

11
46/0/637/683
| |
HHC ' W
25/0/186/211 = 6/0/73/79
15/0/378/393
(3 X 5/0/126/131)

Figure 1-1. The Infantry Battalion, IBCT.

1 July 2008 FM 3-21.12 11



Chapter 1

BATTLEFIELD FUNCTIONS

1-2. The mission of the Infantry weapons company is to provide mobile heavy weapons and long range
close combat missile fires to the Infantry battalion. The inherent versatility of the weapons company as part
of the Infantry battalion also makes it well suited in employment against asymmetrical threats in full
spectrum operations. Mass and depth are key components to employing heavy weapons assets. During
tactical operations, heavy weapons units can suppress, fix, or destroy enemy at long ranges, allowing other
Infantry units or combined arms teams to maneuver. The weapons company provides the Infantry battalion
with a highly mobile, multi-functional element that can:

*  Deliver precision long-range, large-caliber direct fires to destroy enemy armored vehicles and
fortifications.

*  Deliver massed heavy machinegun and grenade launcher fires to engage enemy personnel, destroy
light vehicles, and provide area suppression.

*  Move rapidly on the battlefield to shift combat power where it is needed.
*  Communicate over longer distances than units using man-packed radios.

*  Employ long-range thermal weapons sights to detect and engage enemy forces during hours of
darkness.

*  Conduct moving or stationary observation, reconnaissance, screen, and guard missions.
*  Provide security and control for armed convoy escorts.

*  Coordinate, mass, and shift long-range direct fires.

*  Control and execute mounted combat and reconnaissance patrols.

*  Support the assaults of other units with massed supporting fires.

*  Provide responsive and flexible over-watch of moving elements.

*  Provide effective and wide-ranging outer cordon forces.

* Integrate indirect and aerial fires with the unit’s direct fire plan.

»  Task organize with one or more rifle platoons, or attached armored forces, into a powerful and
flexible combined arms team.

*  Detach one or more Assault platoons to augment rifle companies within the battalion.
*  Conduct unit self-sustainment and maintenance within its capability.

CHARACTERISTICS

1-3. The Infantry weapons company is uniquely equipped with heavy weapons to support the
maneuver of the rifle companies within the Infantry battalion. The heavy weapons contained in the
weapons company include a mix that can be tailored to a particular mission based on mission, enemy,
terrain, troops, time, civilians (METT-TC). The company maneuvers in all types of terrain, climates and
visibility conditions.

ARMS ROOM CONCEPT

1-4. Infantry weapons companies are currently equipped with four types of heavy weapons. The
selection and employment of weapon system or systems to use for a particular mission is termed the “Arms
Room Concept.” The heavy weapons systems currently available in the weapons company are the
tube-launched, optically-tracked, wire-guided (TOW) Improved Target Acquisition System (ITAS), the
MK-19 40mm Grenade Machine Gun, the M2 .50 caliber Machine Gun, and the Javelin Close Combat
Missile System. Each vehicle-mounted system is also equipped with a tripod for ground mount operations.
Only one of these systems can be mounted on each individual vehicle at a time. Javelins may be carried in
the vehicle along with a vehicle-mounted system. During movements, other weapon systems not mounted,
along with any additional equipment, may be carried in trailers. When trailers are not feasible, non-mission
essential equipment may be left in a stay behind position. During mission planning, leaders must determine
which weapons systems are best suited for that particular mission and configure the vehicles appropriately.
While all of the heavy weapons vehicles can mount the MK-19 and the M2, only two per platoon are

FM 3-21.12 1 July 2008





