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PREFACE
This manual describes the operations and capabilities of the Bradley fighting vehicle
(BFV)-equipped infantry rifle platoon. It is based on the platoons equipped with the
M2A2-ODS, but still applies to all variations of the BFV. It takes into account the
reorganization of this platoon, which incorporates three rifle squads. It introduces the
enhanced capabilities of the M2A3 BFV and M2A2-ODS BFV (with Applique) equipped
with FBCB2. This manual also describes the doctrinal and tactical employment principles
for the BFV-equipped infantry rifle platoon. Tactics and techniques in the manual apply
both to digital and analog platoons during planning, preparation, and execution are
provided.

This manual provides the platoon leader, BFV commanders, and squad leaders with
tactics and techniques to exploit infantry rifle platoon capabilities. Although this manual
reemphasizes critical information from other manuals, the user must continue to refer to
other manuals when referenced for in-depth discussions of certain subjects.

The proponent of this publication is the U.S. Army Infantry School. Send comments and
recommendations for improving this manual to doctrine@benning.army.mil or on DA
Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Forms) to Commandant, U.S.
Army Infantry School, ATTN: ATSH-ATD, Fort Benning, Georgia 31905-5000; DSN:
835-4704; commercial: (706) 545-5107.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer
exclusively to men.



FM 3-21.71(FM 7-7J)

1-1

CHAPTER 1
THE ROLE OF THE MECHANIZED INFANTRY RIFLE

PLATOON (BRADLEY FIGHTING VEHICLE)
The mission of the mechanized infantry is to close with the enemy

using fire and movement to defeat or capture him, or to repel his assault
by fire, close combat, or counterattack. Among other things, the
mechanized infantry relies on the principles of war and the dynamics of
combat power. These basics apply at both platoon and squad levels. This
chapter discusses the doctrinal principles of the mechanized infantry rifle
platoon. Platoon and squad tactics, techniques, procedures, and drills rely
on these principles. It also discusses the skills required of leaders and
soldiers at the small-unit level.

Section I. MECHANIZED INFANTRY RIFLE PLATOON EMPLOYMENT 
Despite any technological advantages our armed forces might have over an enemy, the
only way to gain the decision in battle is by close combat between ground forces.
Mechanized infantry rifle forces equipped with the Bradley fighting vehicle (BFV) play
the following main roles in close combat situations:

• Operate mainly at night or during other periods of natural or induced
limited visibility.

• Penetrate and hold existing (natural and man-made) obstacles and difficult terrain
as pivots for operational and tactical maneuver.

• Attack over approaches not feasible for armored forces.
• Seize or secure forested and built-up areas.
• Control restrictive routes for use by other forces.
• Conduct rear area operations.

1-1. CLOSE COMBAT
BFV-equipped infantry rifle platoons and rifle squads normally operate as part of a larger
force. They benefit from the support of armor, artillery, mortars, close air support,
helicopters, air defense, and engineers. They also provide their own suppressive fires
either to repel enemy assaults or to support their own maneuver.

a. During close combat, platoon leaders consider the following to determine how to
employ the BFVs.

• Support the rifle squads with direct fires.
• Provide mobile protection to transport rifle squads to the critical point on the
battlefield.
• Suppress or destroy enemy infantry fighting vehicles and other lightly
armored vehicles.
• Destroy enemy armor with TOW fires.

b. Success in battle hinges on the actions of platoons, sections, and rifle squads in
close combat. It also depends on their ability to react to contact; employ suppressive
fires; maneuver to an enemy’s vulnerable flank; and fight through to defeat, destroy, or
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	5-25.PRIORITY OF WORK
	Leaders must ensure that soldiers prepare for the defense quickly and efficiently. Work must be done in priority to accomplish the most in the least time while maintaining security and the ability to respond to enemy action. Below are basic consideration
	5-38.PRINCIPLES
	Following three basic principles will allow leaders to effectively and efficiently prepare fighting position. These principles are:
	Site positions to best engage the enemy.
	Prepare positions by stages.
	Leaders inspect all positions.
	a.Site Positions to Best Engage the Enemy. The most important aspect of a fighting position is that it must be tactically well-positioned. Leaders must be able to look at the terrain and quickly identify the best location for fighting positions.
	Soldiers must be able to engage the intended enemy element within their assigned sectors of fire.
	Soldiers should be able to fire out to the maximum effective range of their weapons with maximum grazing fire and minimal dead space.
	Grenadiers should be placed in positions to cover dead space.
	Leaders must ensure fighting positions provide mutually supporting, interlocking fires. This allows them to cover the platoon's sector from multiple positions.
	When possible, site positions behind natural cover, and in easily camouflaged locations. The enemy must not be able to identify the position until it is too late and he has been effectively engaged.
	b.Prepare Positions by Stages. Leaders must ensure their soldiers understand when and how to prepare fighting positions based on the situation. Soldiers prepare hasty fighting positions every time the platoon makes an extended halt. Half of the platoon d
	STAGE 1:The platoon leader checks fields of fire 
	Emplace sector stakes.
	Stake the primary sector.
	Position grazing fire log or sandbag between the sector stakes.
	Place the aiming stake(s), if required, to allow limited visibility engagement of a specific target.
	Scoop out elbow holes.
	Trace the outline of the position on the ground.
	Clear the fields of fire for both the primary and secondary sectors of fire.
	The leader inspects the position.
	Figure 5-24. Stage 1, Preparations of a fighting position.
	STAGE 2:Soldiers prepare retaining walls \(Figur
	There is a minimum distance (equal to the width of one helmet) from the edge of the hole to the beginning of the front, flank, and rear cover.
	The cover to the front consists of sandbags (or logs), two to three high. For a two-soldier position, it is about two M203 lengths long.
	The cover to the flanks is the same height, but only one M203 rifle long.
	The cover to the rear is one sandbag high and one M203 long.
	If logs are used, they must be held firmly in place with strong stakes.
	STAGE 3:Soldiers dig the position and throw dirt 
	Dig the position armpit deep (tallest soldier).
	Fill the parapets in order of front, flanks, and rear.
	Camouflage the parapets and the entire position.
	Dig grenade sumps and slope the floor toward them.
	Dig storage areas for the two rucksacks into the rear wall if needed.
	Ensure the leader inspects the work.
	Figure 5-26. Stage 3, Preparations of a fighting position.
	STAGE 4:Soldiers prepare the overhead cover \(Fi
	Always provide solid support for overhead cover.  Build the support using 4 to 6-inch logs on top of each other running the full length of the front and rear cover.
	Place five or six logs 4 to 6 inches in diameter and two M203s long over the center of the position, resting them on the overhead cover support, not the sandbags.
	Place waterproofing (plastic bags, ponchos) on top of these logs.
	Put a minimum of 18 inches of packed dirt or sandbags on top of the logs.
	Camouflage the overhead cover and the bottom of the position.
	Ensure the leader inspects the position.
	Figure 5-27. Stage 4, Preparations of a fighting position.
	c.Leaders Inspect All Positions. Leaders must ensure their soldiers build fighting positions that are both effective and safe. An improperly sited position cannot be used and an improperly constructed position is a danger to its occupants.
	d.When constructing fighting positions, soldiers should:
	Dig the positions no deeper than armpit deep.
	Fill sandbags no more than 75 percent full.
	Use revetments to support excavations in sandy soil.
	Check stabilization of wall bases.
	Inspect and test the position daily, after heavy rain, and after receiving fire.
	Maintain, repair, and improve positions constantly.
	5-40.TYPES OF FIGHTING POSITIONS
	There are many different types of fighting positions. The number of occupants; types of weapons; tools, materials, and time available; and terrain dictate the type of position.
	a.Hasty Fighting Position. Soldiers prepare hasty fighting positions when there is little or no time before contact with the enemy is expected (Figure 5-28). They locate them behind whatever cover is available and where they can engage the enemy. The p
	Figure 5-28. Hasty fighting position.
	b.One-Soldier Fighting Position. Positions that contain only a single soldier are the least desirable, but they are useful in some situations. They may be required to cover exceptionally wide frontages. They should never be positioned out of sight of adj
	Figure 5-29. One-soldier fighting position.
	c.Two-Soldier Fighting Position. A two-soldier fighting position (Figure 5-30, page 5-54) is normally more effective than a one-soldier position. It can be used to provide mutual support to adjacent positions on both flanks as well as cover dead space 
	Figure 5-30. Two-soldier fighting position.
	d.Three-Soldier Fighting Position. A three-soldier position has several advantages. A leader can be in each position, making command and control easier. It supports continuous security operations better than other positions. One soldier can provide secur
	\(1\)When using three-soldier positions, the l�
	Clearly communicating his plans and intent to his squad to include control measures and fire plans.
	Using prearranged signals like flares, whistles, or tracers.
	Positioning key weapons in his fighting position.
	Placing his fighting position so it covers key or decisive terrain.
	Placing his fighting position where his team might be able to act as a reserve.
	(2)The three-soldier emplacement is a T-position. This basic design can be changed by adding or deleting berms, changing the orientation of the T, or shifting the position of the third soldier to form an L instead of a T (Figure 5-31). The layout of 
	Figure 5-31. Three-soldier T-position.
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