




























FM 5-482

This chapter implements STANAG 2115 LOG (Edition 4).

1-1. Introduction.

a. The Distribution System. The military’s ability to move and fight depends on its fuel supply.
In modern warfare, bulk petroleum makes up over 70 percent of the tonnage moved in the theater
of operations (TO). The availability of fuel depends on the location of the TO. In industrialized
areas, initial supplies could be obtained locally. Tankers will bring in subsequent supplies. Major
portions of the distribution system, such as storage tanks, may already be in place. The existing
system may have to be renovated or supplemented with coupled pipelines, hose lines, and temporary
storage tanks. In undeveloped areas, tankers bring in initial fuel supplies. The Army supplies its
own distribution system. The quartermaster petroleum group is responsible for the supply and
distribution of bulk fuel in a TO.

A bulk-petroleum distribution system is the network that gets bulk fuel to using units. The
system can consist of ocean-tanker loading and unloading facilities, storage terminals, pump
stations, pipelines, hose lines, Class III supply points, tank vehicles, and rail tank cars. In an
undeveloped TO, the bulk-petroleum distributions system (Figure 1-1, page 1-2) consists of tactical
petroleum terminals (TPTs), hose lines, fuel-system supply points (FSSPs), and tank vehicles. In
a developed TO, the same items mentioned above normally consist of fixed facilities (Figure 1-2,
page 1-3). Pipelines are used as far forward as the corps’ rear area. The rest of the system in the
corps and division areas consists of portable facilities.

The basic petroleum-operating concept is to keep storage tanks full at all times. The schedule
for fuel movement through the system is based on storage capacity and product demand. Constant
communication between the distribution and storage facilities is essential during construction and
operation of the system. For more information, see FMs 10-18 and 10-67.

(1) In an Undeveloped TO. Bulk fuels are received in the undeveloped TO in over-the-beach
operations using TPTs. Hose lines or coupled pipelines initially carry the products inland, and the
Army transports the fuels to the ground forces, where possible. Coastal tankers may be used to
move products from deep draft tankers to moorings in waters too shallow for larger ships. Bulk
fuel is transferred by flexible hose lines to tank farms, which are made up of steel or collapsible,
fabric storage tanks. The petroleum supply system in an undeveloped TO includes tanker mooring
facilities, floating hose lines, submarine pipelines, and inland tank farms and terminals that use hose
lines and collapsible tanks. The system also includes pump stations, flexible hose lines, coupled
pipelines, and tank vehicles. Bulk fuel is moved from base terminals and rear storage locations to
the combat zone, using flexible hose lines.

Coupled pipelines are used when the beachhead is expanded. Initially, tactical air bases are
connected to the main hose line or pipeline and to the appropriate tank farm by hose line. The
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