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CHAPTER 1

COUNTERING THE THREAT

INTRODUCTION
Total involvement of all participants charac-

terizes modem warfare; rear areas are no longer
secure. Army watercraft units must perform their
operational mission regardless of the levels of threat
in the theater. Commanders and leaders must recog-
nize the threat and know each unit’s vulnerability to
it. The threat force concept of operation is based on
the expectation that future warfare will be highly
mobile. All means of inflicting casualties on the
enemy will be used.

Because watercraft units must be prepared to
operate anywhere, it is impossible to describe
specific threat forces, equipment, or doctrine. This
chapter focuses on types of threats common to all
watercraft units and ways to defeat them. If the
threat is based on the Soviet model, FMs 100-2-1,
100-2-2, and 100-2-3 are used. Remember,
watercraft units may face weapons systems from all
over the world, including the United States (US).
THREATS TO WATERCRAFT

Threats can generally be classified as coming
from air, water, or land forces; the electronic warfare
(EW) environment; or the nuclear, biological, and
chemical (NBC) environment. Watercraft units are
particularly at risk because ports and terminals are
prime targets for threat forces. Appendix A covers
NBC threat.
Air Threat

The air threat consists of –
Fixed- or rotary-wing aircraft. Both fixed-
and rotary-wing aircraft can operate at night
and use a variety of cannon, guns, bombs, and
missiles to attack targets. Precision-guided
munitions let aircraft selectively attack in-
dividual boats.
Remotely piloted vehicles (RPVs). RPVs
are used for reconnaissance and targeting
platforms. They use a variety of photo, in-
frared (IR), thermal, and electronic devices
to locate potential targets.

• Long- or medium-range missiles. Missiles
can deliver conventional or special ordnance
over a very large area. Missile systems today
can impact within 200 meters of the intended
target.

Water Threat
The water threat consists primarily of–
•

•

•

•

Other surface craft. Surface craft include
every craft from rubber boats to battleships.
Of primary concern are fast patrol boats
which can operate close to the shore and on
rivers.

Subsurface craft. Army watercraft are not
likely targets for submarines, but it is pos-
sible, especially for the logistics support
vessels (LSVs).
Mines. Many types of mines including freed
and free-floating mines are available to threat
forces. A variety of means including physical
contact, magnetic fields, or sound detonate
these mines. They often include some type of
anti-handling device.
Swimmers. Special operations forces

•

threaten Army watercraft by swimming or
otherwise infiltrating an area and performing
reconnaissance or sabotage.

Land Forces Threat
Land forces present a spectrum of threats rang-

ing from individual saboteurs to large conventional
forces. The greatest threat from a large land force
might occur during the early stages of an amphibious
operation before the beachhead is secure. A more
realistic scenario is that small teams of saboteurs or
terrorists would try to disrupt operations. The threat
from artillery and short-range missile fire directed
against watercraft operations is significant.
Electronic Warfare Threat

Electronic warfare threatens watercraft opera-
tions because of our reliance on electronic com-
munications equipment. Threat forces can intercept

•
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