


















FM 6-20-10/MCRP 3-1.6.14

CHAPTER 1
PRINCIPLES AND PHILOSOPHY

According to Joint Publication (Pub) 1-02, a target is a geographical area, complex, or
installation planned for capture or destruction by military  forces. Targets also include the wide
array of mobile and stationary forces, equipment, capabilities, and functions that an enemy
commander can use to conduct operations. Targeting is the process of selecting targets and
matching the appropriate response to them on the basis of operational requirements and
capabilities. The emphasis of targeting is on identifying resources (targets) the enemy can least
afford to lose or that provide him with the greatest advantage, then further identifying the subset
of those targets which must be acquired and attacked to achieve friendly success. Denying
these resources to the enemy makes him vulnerable to friendly battle plans. These resources
constitute critical enemy vulnerabilities. Successful targeting enables the commander to
synchronize intelligence, maneuver, fire support systems, and special operations forces by
attacking the right target with the best system and munitions at the right time.

Targeting is a complex and multidisciplined effort that requires coordinated interaction
among many groups. These groups working together are referred to as the targeting team and
include, but are not limited to, the fire support, intelligence, operations, and plans cells.
Representatives from these cells are essential to a comprehensive targeting process. Other
members of the staff may help them in the planning and execution phases of targeting. Close
coordination among all cells is crucial for a successful targeting effort. Sensors and collection
capabilities under the control of external agencies must be closely coordinated for efficient and
quick reporting of fleeting or dangerous targets. Also, the vulnerabilities of different types of 
targets must be attacked by the appropriate means and munitions.

This manual describes the targeting process used by United States (US) Army units
operating as part of a joint force. It is descriptive and not prescriptive in nature and has
applicability in any theater of operation. It offers considerations for commanders and staffs in
meeting the targeting challenge, yet it is flexible enough to adapt to the most dynamic situation.

DOCTRINAL BASIS
The Army will not operate alone in the uncertain,
ambiguous security environment described in Joint
Pub 3-O and FM 100-5. Operations involving Army
forces will always be joint. The overarching
operational concept is that joint force commanders
(JFCS) synchronize the action of air, land, sea space,
and special operations forces (SOFs) to achieve
strategic and operational objectives through integrated,
joint campaigns and major operations. JFCs seek to
win decisively and quickly and with minimum
casualties and minimal collateral damage. Application
of lethal and nonlethal fires is essential in defeating the
enemy’s ability and will to fight. JFCS use a variety of
means to divert limit disrupt, delay, damage, or
destroy the enemy’s air, surface, and subsurface
military potential throughout the depth of the
battlefield. The specific criteria of the above terms
must be established by the commander and well
understood by targeting team members. Conflicts will
be dominated by high-technology equipment and
weapons and fought over extended distances by highly
integrated, joint and combined task forces (TFs). The
characteristics of the future battlefield will challenge
the joint force and service component commanders’
ability to efficiently and effectively employ limited

numbers of sophisticated acquisition and attack
systems against a diverse target array.

TARGETING OBJECTIVES
The objectives of targeting must be articulated simply
yet authoritatively. The objectives must be easily
understood across the combined and joint environment
of future operations. Targeting objectives must focus
assets on enemy capabilities that could interfere with
the achievement of friendly objectives. Originally,
targeting objectives were expressed in terms of the fire
support mission area analysis (FSMAA) responses of
limit, disrupt, and delay. These terms are still
appropriate. Interdiction objectives also express
targeting objectives such as destroy, divert, disrupt,
and delay. Interdiction objective definitions currently
exist in Joint Pub 1-02 and Joint Pub 3-03. The figure
on the next page paraphrases the definition. and offers
a comparison between the two publications. Terms
such as limit, disrupt, delay, divert, destroy, and
damage are used to describe the effects of attack on
enemy capabilities. They should not be confused with
the terms harass, suppress, neutralize, or destroy
(discussed in Chapter 2). These terms are used as
attack criteria to determine the degree of damage or
duration of effects on a specific target.
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