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PREFACE

This field manual (FM) establishes the combat health support (CHS) doctrine and provides the
principles for providing CHS in stability operations and support operations.  It is designed for use by
personnel involved in CHS planning for stability operations and support operations and command surgeons (at
all levels of command) and their staffs.

The proponent of this publication is the United States (US) Army Medical Department Center and
School (AMEDDC&S).  Send comments and recommendations on Department of the Army (DA) Form
2028 directly to the Commander, AMEDDC&S, ATTN:  MCCS-FCD-L, 1400 East Grayson Street,
Fort Sam Houston, Texas  78234-6175.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pronouns do not refer exclusively to
men.

Use of trade or brand names in this publication is for illustrative purposes only and does not imply
endorsement by the Department of Defense (DOD).
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CHAPTER 1

COMBAT HEALTH SUPPORT PERSPECTIVE

1-1. General

Although the Army�s primary focus is to fight and win our nation�s wars, it is often employed in stability
and support operations.  In stability and support operations, the Army executes missions in both peace and
conflict:  what combat does occur is limited to the minimum necessary to support the political objectives.
The primary recipients of combat service support (CSS) in stability and support operations are likely to be
civilians (US or foreign), rather than US combat forces as in war.  The CHS planner must be capable of
adapting traditional methods of health care delivery, leveraging technology, and establishing new procedures
to meet the challenges presented.

1-2. Stability and Support Operations

a. Stability and support operations are conducted in the political-military environments of peace
and conflict.  In both, the role of the Armed Forces is to aid in the protection and promotion of national
objectives without resort to war.  Conflict is distinguished from peace by the introduction of organized
political violence.  Yet, it is a situation that remains amenable to solution by political means with military
support.  In peacetime, the Army prepares for war and effects deterrence by its demonstrated capabilities.
In addition, military resources are used in peacetime as a matter of economy in government.  Stability and
support operations can include�

� Noncombatant evacuation operations (NEO).

� Foreign humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

� Combatting terrorism (counterterrorism and antiterrorism [Appendix A]).

� Nation assistance.

� Security assistance.

� Support to counterdrug operations.

� Support to counterinsurgencies.

� Arms control and disarmament.

� Domestic support operations, to include domestic humanitarian assistance and emergency
services.

� Peace operations.

� Support to insurgencies.




